
ESP 

There be now, for martial encouragement, Come degrees 
and orders of chivalry, and 1'omc remembrance perhaps upon 
the efcbutchcon. Bacon s Effay s. 

We will pafs over the cfthutcheons of the tribes of Ifracl, as 
they are ufually deferibed in the maps of Canaan. Brown. 
Esco'rt. n.f. [ efcort , French.] Convoy ; guard from place 
to place. 

To Esco'rt. v. a. [ efcorter , French.] 'lo convoy; to guard 
from place to place. 

Esco't. n.f [French ] A tax paid in boroughs and corpora- 
tions towards the fupport of the community, which is called 
fcot and lot. 

To Esco't. v. a. [from the noun.] To pay a man’s reckon- 
ing; ; to fupport. 

What, are they children? Who maintains them? How 
are they efcoted £ Shakefpcare s Hamlet. 

Esco'ut. n.f. [efeouter, French.] Liftcners or fpies ; perfons 
fent for intelligence. 

They were well entrenched, having good rfcout abroad, and 
fure watch within. _ Hayward. 

Escrj'toir. n.f. [French.] A box with all the implements 
neceflary for writing. 

Escu'age. n.f. [from efeu , French, a fhield.] 

Efcuage, that is fcrvice of the fhield, is either uncertain or 
certain. Efcuage uncertain is likewife twofold: firft, where 
the tenant by his tenure is bound to follow his lord, going in 
perfon to the king’s wars againft his enemies, either himfclf, 
or to fend a fufficient man in his place, at his coft, fo many 
days as were agreed upon between the lord and his firft tenant 
at the granting of the fee; and the days of fuch fervice feem 
to have been rated by the quantity of the land fo holden . as, 
if it extend to a whole knight’s fee, then the tenant was bound 
thus to follow his lord forty days. A knight’s fee was fo much 
land as, in thofe days, was accounted a fufficient living for a 
a knight ; and that was fix hundred and eighty acres as fomc 
think, or eight hundred as others, or 15/. per Annum, Sir 
Thomas Smith faith that cenfus tqueflns is 40/. revenue in 
free lands. If the law extend but to half a knight’s fee, then 
the tenant is bound to follow his lord, as above is faid, but 
twenty days. The other kind of this efcuage uncertain is 
called cafllcward, where the tenant by his land is bound, 
cither by himfelf or by fomc other, to defend a cattle as often 
as it fhall come to his courfc. Efcuage certain is where the 
tenant is fet at a certain fum of money, to be paid in lieu of 
fuch uncertain fervices : as that a man yearly pay for a knight s 
fee twenty (hillings ; for half his fee, ten (hillings, or tome 

like 

Esculent, adj. [efculentus, Latin.] Good for food; eatable. 

I knew a man 'that would faft five days ; but the fame man 
ufcdto have continually a great wifpof herbs that he fmelled 
on, and tome efculent herbs of ftrongfeent, asgarlick. Bacon. 
Esculent, n.f Something fit for food. 

This cutting off the leaves in plants, where the root is the 
efculent , as radilh and parfnips, it will make the root the 
greater, and fo it will do to the heads of onions ; and where 
the fruit is the efculent, by ((l engthening the root it will make 
the fruit alto the greater. Bacon s Natural Hiflory, N - 474 - 
Espa'lier. n. f Trees planted and cut to as to join. 

Plant your faireft tulips in places of (helter, and under 

r r J Evelyn s KaUndar . 

eft alters. ' 

Behold Villario’s ten years toil complete, 

His arbours darken, his eft alien meet. Pope, Eptftle iv. 
Espa'rcet. n.f. A kind of faint-foin, and by tome judged 
to be the fame. n Mortimer s Husbandry. 

ESPE'CIAL. adj. [fteciaUs, Latin.] Principal; chief. 

They had th’ efpecial engines been, to rear 
His fortunes up. . . Daniel s ivi «r. 

EsrE'ciALLY. adv. [itom eftecial.] Principally ; chiefly ; par- 
ticularly ; in an uncommon degree above any other. 

I fomewhat marvel, that they efpecially (hould think it abfurd 
to oppofe church government, a plain matter of action, unto 
matter of faith, who know that themfelves divide the gofpel 

into do&rine and difciplinc. ■ He u/ r * •*' T' II \ 

Would you proceed eftectally againft Caius Marcius . Shak. 

This delight they take in doing of mifchief, whereby I 
mean foolling of any thing to no purpofe; but more cftcaaUy 
the pleafure they take to put any thing to pain that is capable 
of it, I cannot perfuadc myfelf to be any other than a foreign 

and introduced difpofition , r oc f\ 

Providence hath planted in all men a natural defire and 
curiofity of knowing things to come; and fuch things r /pe- 
nally as concern our particular happinefs, or the general fa 
of mankind. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

Kspe'RANCE. n.f. [French.] Hope. 

To be worlt. 

The lowed, moft dejetfed things of fortune. 

Stands ftill in efterance , lives not m fear. Shake ft. A. Lear, 
Yet there is a credence in my heart, 

An efterance fo obftinatcly ftrong, , 

That doth invert th’ atteft of eyes and cars. Shakefteare. 
F.spi'ai. » f [French, from eftier.] A fpy ; afeout; one lent 
to bring intelligence. 
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Thofe four gariitons, iffuing forth at fuch convenient tim 
as they (hall have intelligence, or eftiai upon the enemy u'11 
drive him from one fide to another. Stenb-r . 

As he march’d along, ^ m Irtl ^ 
By your eft: ah were difeovered 
Two mightier troops. 

’Spials have informed me, 

TheEnglifh in thefuburbs clofe entrench’d, 

W ent through a fecret grate. Shakefp. j{ m V r 

She had tome (ecret eftials to look abroad for graceful 
youths, to make Plantagenets. jy ac ^ 

Esplanade, n.f. [French.] In fortification, the f. imew j t L 
the glacis of the counterfcarpe originally ; but now it is taken 
for the empty fpace between the glacis of a citadel and the firft 

Harrii. 



Sbchcff, 


houfesof the town. 

Espo'usals. n.f. without a fingul. [ftonfalia, Latin fr/to!’ 
French.] The a£t of contracting or affiancing a man and 
woman to each other ; the aft or ceremony of betrothir.e. 
Espc/usal. adj. Ufed in the aft of efpoufing or betrothing;. 
The ambaffador put his leg, ftript naked to the kuec, 'be- 
tween the eftoufal (heets; that the ceremony might amount to 
a confummation. Bacon’ i Henry Vlt 

To ESPO'USE. v. a. [eftoufer, French.] 

1. To contrafl or betroth to another. 

Deliver me my wife Michal, which I eftoufed to me. 2 So. 
He had received him as a fuppliant, protected him as a per- 
fon fled for refuge, and eftoufed him with his kinfwoman. Hoc. 

2. To marry ; to wed. 

Lavinia will I make my emperefs. 

And in the facred Pantheon her eftouft. Sbakefp. Tit. Mr. 
Here, in clofe recefs, 

With flow’rs, garlands, and lweet fmelling herbs, 

Eftouf ed Eve deck’d firft her nuptial bed. Milton's Par. LcJI. 

They toon eftous'd ; for they with eafe were join’d, 
Who were before contrafted in the mind. Dryien. 

If her fire approves. 

Let him efpoufe her to the peer (he loves. Pope's Odrffey, b. ii. 

3. To adopt ; to take to himfelf. 

In gratitude unto the duke of Bretagne, for his former 
favours, he eftoufed that quarrel, and declared himfelf in aid 
of the duke. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

4. To maintain ; tc defend. 

Their gods did not only intereft themfelves in the event of 
wars, but alfo eftoufed the feveral parties in a vifible corporeal 
defeent. Dryden's Juvenal , Dedicatim. 

The city, army, court, eftouft my caufc. Dryd. Sp. Fry. 
Men eftouft the well-endowed opinions in fafhion, and 
then feek arguments either to make good their beauty, or var- 
ni(h over their deformity. hockt. 

The righteoufnefs of the beft caufe may be over balanced 
by the iniquities of thofe that efpoufe it. Smakidgi s Sermons. 

The caufe of religion and goodnefs, which is the caufc of 
God, is ours bv defeent, and we arc doubly bound to efpenfi 
j t> ' AtUrbury't Sermt. 

To E'spy. v. a. [eftier, French.] 

X. To fee a thing at a diftancc. 

2. To difeover a thing intended to be hid. 

He who before he was eftied was afraid, after being per- 
ceived was alhamed, now being hardly rubbed upon, left both 
fear and (hame, and was moved to anger. 

Few there are of fo weak capacity but publick evi.s the) 
eafily efty ; fewer fo patient as not to complain, when the 
grievous inconveniencies thereof doth work fcnfiblclmart. 

7. To fee unexpeClcdly. . . 

And as one of them opened his fack, he eftied lusmon . 

(den. xl. 2". 

4. To difeover 2s a fpy. . , 

Mofcs fent me to efty out the land, and I brought him ^ 

JoJ. xn. /• 

again. J J 

To Espy', v. n. To watch ; to look about . 

Stand by the way and efty, afk him that flet ^ 

done. „ „ ' 

Esqu'ire. n.f. [efeuer, French.] See Squire. 

1. The armour-bearer or attendant on a knight. f( . 

2. A title of dignity, and next in degree below akn "° m fonS 
to whom this title is now of right due, are all th > b 

of noblemen, and their heirs male ter ever ; the to rf 

of the king’s body; the cldcft tons of all ,aron ^,’ th( . ir heirs 

all knights of the Bath, and knights batchelors, and ^ 

male in the right line; thofe that ferve the k,n g f hce «rry, 
Ihipful calling, as the ferjeant ch.rurgeon, y with 

mafter cook, &c. fuch as are created efqu'r s y ^ arms> 
a collar of S. S. of Elver, as the heralds by 

'1 he chief of fomc ancient families arc lik ^ com - 

prefeription ; thofe that bear any fupenor offi c che 

monwealth, as high Ihcriff of any county, *bo* ^ hc 
title of cfquirc during His hfe, in T £ fp ^ ho is a f u ftice of the 

>n, a 
r bar 

longer, it not otuci mn. -- — nnked an» u,, & 

in the aCts of parliament tor poll-money, wer - 


title 01 ciquirt uuiing «« • , • : u (ticc 01 ^ 

has had of the poffe eomitatus. _ and no 

peace has it duiing the t, ^ c r h . e ,S ,‘ : ^Jtter brriflers, 

longer, if not otherwife q ual,fi ' d ' b ‘ ‘ ran kcd among 


cfquires. 
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What are our Englifh dead ? 

— Sir Richard Ketley, Davy Gam efqutre. Shakef Hett. Vi 
To ESSA'Y. v. a. [ ejfoyer , French.) 

1. To attempt ; to try ; to endeavour. 

While 1 this unexampled talk effayy 
Pafs awful gulphs, and beat my painful way, 

Celeitial dove, divine affiftance bring. Blackmore’s Creation. 
No conqueit (he, but o’er herfelf delir'd; 

No arts ejfay'd, but not to be admir’d. j Pope, Epijlle 5. 

2. To make experiment of. 

3. To try the value and purity of metals. 

The ltandard in our mint being now fettled, the rules and 
methods of ejfaying fuited to it (hould remain unvariable. Locke. 
E'ssay. n . f . [from the verb. The accent is ufed on either 
fy liable.] 

1. Attempt; endeavour. 

Fruitless our hopes, though pious our efjayr ; 

Your’s to preferve a friend, and mine to praife. Smith. 

2. A loofc fally of the mind ; an irregular indigefted piece ; not 
a regular and orderly compofition. 

M yejfays, of all my other works, have been moft current. Bac. 
Yet modeftly he docs his work furvey, 

And calls his linifii’d poem an effay. Poem to Rofcommon. 

3. A trial ; an experiment. 

Hc wrote this but as an effay, or tafte of my virtue. Shah. 
Repetitions wear us into a liking of what poffibly, in the 
firft effay, difpleafed us. Locke. 

4. Firft tafte of any thing ; firft experiment. 

Tranflating the firft of Homer’s 


upon which die whole 
Swift. 


Iliads, I intended as an 
effay to the whole work. Dryden's Fables , Preface. 

E'SoENCE. n.f. [ effentia , Latin ] 

1. ElFcnce is but the very nature of any being, whether it be 

actually cxifting or no: a rofe in Winter has a n cjfenee •, in 
Summer it has exiftence alfo. Watts’s Logick. 

One thinks the foul is air; another, fire; 

Another, blood diffus’d about the Heart ; 

Another faith, the elements confpire, 

And to her effence each doth give a part. Davies. 

I could wiffi the nature of a fpirit were more unknown to 
me than it is, that I might believe its exiftence, without med- 
dling at all with its effence. More's Divine Dialogues.- 

He wrote the nature of things upon their names : he could 
view c[ fences in themfelves, and read forms without the com- 
ment of their refpeCtive properties. South's Sermons. 

2. Formal exiftence ; that which makes any thing to be what 
it is. 

The vifible church of Jefus is one in outward profeffion of 
thofe things, which fupernaturally appertain to the ver y effence 
of Chriftianity, and arc ncccffarily required in every particular 
Chriftian man. Hooker , b. iii./l. 

3. Exiftence; the quality of being. 

In fuch cogitations have I flood, with fuch a darknefs and 
heavinefs of mind, that I might have been perfuaded to have 
refigned my very effence. Sidney. 

4. Being ; exiftent perfon. 

As far as gods, and hcav’nly effnees 
Can perifh. Milton's Baradife Loft, b. i. /. 138. 

3 . Species of exiftent being. 

Here be four of you, as differing as the four elements ; and 
yet you are friends: as for Eupolis, becaufe he is temperate, 
and without paffion, he may be die fifth effence. Bacon. 

6. Conftituent fobftance. 

For fpirits, when they pleafe. 

Can either fex aflumc, or both ; fo toft 
And uncompounded is their effence pure ; 

Not ty’d or manacled with joint or limb. Milton’s Pa. Loft. 

7. The caufe of exiftence. This fenfe is not proper. 

She is my effence ; and I leave to be. 

If 1 be not by her fair influence 

Fofter’d, illumin’d, cherifti’d, kept alive. Sbake r peare. 

8. [In medicine.] The chief properties or virtues of any Ample, 
or compofition collected in a narrow compafs. 

9. Perfume ; odour ; feent. 

Our humble province is to ’tend the fair ; 

To favc the powder from too rude a gale, 

Nor let th’ imprifon’d tfjencts exhale. Pope’ s Rape of the Lock. 

ToE'ssence. v. a. [from effence.] To perfume; to feent. 

T he hufoand rails, from morning to night, at effenced fops 
and tawdry courtiers. Addifon's Spectator, N°. sz S. 

ESSE'N 1 IAL. adj. [effentialis, Latin.] 

1. Neceflary to the conftitution or exiftence of anything. 

The difeipline of our church, although it be not an ^effential 
part of our religion, (hould not be rafhly altered, as the very 
fobftance of our religion will be intereftod in it. Bacon. 

From that original of doing good, that is effential to the 
infinite being of our Creator, we have an excellent copy 
tranferibed. Spratt's Sermon. 

1 ms power cannot be innate and effential to matter ; and if 
it be not effential, it is confequently molt manifeft it coukl 
never fopervenc to it, unlcfs imprefled and infufed into it by 
an immaterial and divine power. Bentley's Sermons. 

A great ininifter puts you a cafe, and afks your opinion ; 
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but conceals an effential circumftancc, 
weight of the matter turns. 

And if each fyfteni in gradation roll. 

Alike effential to th’ amazing whole. 

The lead confufion but in one, not all 

That fyftem only, but the whole mull fall. Pope. 

2. Important in the higheft degree ; principal. 

Judgment’s more effential to a general, 

Than courage. Denham’s Sophy. 

3. Pure ; highly rectified ; fubtilly elaborated ; extracted to as to 
contain all the virtues of its elemental parts contracted into a 
narrow compafs'. 

The juice of the feed is an effential oil or balm, defigned 
by nature to preferve the feed from corruption. Arbuthnot. 

Esse'ntial. n.f. 

1. Exiftence; being. 

His utmoft ire to the height enrag’d, 

Will either quite confume us, or reduce 

To nothing this effential. AJiltcn's Paradife Loft , h. ii. 

2. Nature ; firft or conftituent principles. 

The plague of fin has even altered his nature, and eaten 
into his very effentiais. South's Sermons. 

3. The chief point ; that which is in any rctpedl of great im- 
portance. 

Esse'ntially. adv. [cffentialiter, Latin. ] By the conftitution 
of nature. 

He that loves himfclf, 

Hath not effentially , but by circumftatice. 

The name ot valour. Shakefteare s Henry VI. p. ii. 

Body and fpirit are effentially divided, though not locally 
diftant. Glanvillc. 

All fin effentially is, and muft be, mortal. South’s Sermons. 




Knowledge is that which, next to virtue, truly and 
effentially raiies one man above another. Addifon's Guardian. 
Esso'ine. n.f. [of the French effonic, or exennir.] 
j. He that has his prefence forborn or excufed upon any juft 
caufc; as ficknefs. 

2. Allegment of an excufe for him that is fummoned, or fought 

for, to appear and anfwer to an action real, or to perform fuit 
to a court-baron, upon juft caufe of abfence, Cowel. 

3. Excufe; exemption. 

From every work he challenged eff.in , 

For contemplation fake ; yet otherwife 
His life he led in lawlefs riotife. Fairy Queen, b.u c. 4. 
To ESTA'BLlSH. v. a. [etab/ir, French.] 

1. To fettle firmly; to fix unalterably. 

He may eftab'.ijh thee to-day for a people unto himfelf. Dent. 
Upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to or- 
der it, and to eft abb ft) it with judgment and with juftice. If. ix. 

I will eftabtij Z> my covenant with him for an everlalting 
covenant, Gen. xvii. 19. 

The Normans never obtained this kingdom by fuch a right 
of conqueft, as did or might alter the cjlablifhcd laws of the 
kingdom. Hale’s Common Law of England. 

2. 1 o fettle in any privilege or pofl’effion ; to confirm. 

Soon after the rebellion broke out, the Prefbytcrian feet 
was eftablijhed in all its forms by an ordinance of the lords and 
commons. Swift. 

3. To make firm ; to ratify. 

Every vow, and every binding oath to afflidt the foul, her 
hufband may eft ablifb it, or her hufband may make it void. Num. 

4. To fix or fettle in an opinion. 

So were the churches eftablijhed in the faith. Ails xvi. 5. 

5. To form or model. 

He appointed in what manner his family {hould be efta- 
Hfffed. Clarendon, b. viii. 

6. fo found ; to build firmly ; to fix immoveably. A lenfe not 
in ufe. 

For he hath founded it upon the feas, and eftablijhed it upon 
^8°°^ Pf xxiv. 12. 

7. 1 o make a fettlement of any inheritance. A fenfe not in 
ufe. 

We will eftablifb our-eftate upon 
Our elded Malcolm, whom we name hereafter 
The prince of Cumberland. Shakefteare' s Macbeth. 

Establishment, n.f [from eftablifb-, etahliffement, French. ] 

1. Settlement; fixed ftatc. x 

All happy peace, and goodly government. 

Is fettled there in fure eftablijkment. Fairy Queen, b. ii. c. j j. 

2. Confirmation of fomething already done ; ratification. 

rlc had not the act penned by way of recognition of right • 
as, on the other fide, he avoided to have it by new law but 
ch°Je rather a kind of middle way, by way of effablilh- 
, • r Bacon’s Henry \\[. 

3. . ettled regulation; form; model of a government or family 

Now came unto that general reformation, and bring' in 
that eftablfhment by which all men (hould be contained in 

. S'"'' j • r . , Spenjcr's State of Ireland. 

4. foundation; fundamental principle ; fettled law 

,2 he f acrcd t0 . " h i ch y™ belong, and even the eft a- 

rjlrmt ... on which it lubfifts, Jiave often been ltruck at; but 

Atterburys Sermons. 
5. Allowance; 
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in vain. 
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